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Dear friends and fans of the Singphoniker,

It has not always been just as easygoing and relaxed as it might appear when looking at the picture above, nevertheless there´s plenty of cause for us to be in a great mood and our spirits are up as always. Less than a year ago the latest incarnation of the Singphoniker sang their debut recital at the  „Markgräfliches Opernhaus“ in Bayreuth/ Germany. Since then we´ve gone through countless scores of music, brand new stuff, approved pieces and even prehistoric ones were sighted and rehearsed and now there´s a bunch of exciting new programmes to be checked out on our website and to be heard in numerous concerts.

Two wonderful records hot from the oven are to be out in stores soon. On July, 20th the label cpo is (finally!) going to release our recording of Schumann´s complete works for male choir (here is a sample). Soon thereafter our second CD, „fragile“ is to be released on OehmsClassics. A gripping compilation of wonderful music on the eternal subject of „Vanitas“.

A very special occasion on May, 12th: In the „Audimax“, the biggest auditorium of the University in Regensburg/Gemrnay  you can hear a world premiere performance of Enjott Schneider´s „Chatroom for 5 male voices and piano on texts from the worldWideWeb“. In 1983 Schneider had written for the ensemble „Variations on „Love“ based on texts from personal ads“ , an instant hit that even achieved to impress american audiences in its english translation. So now it´s „Chatroom“. We´re already curious how the audience is going to respond to all the verbal nonsense, the erotic frivolities, sleazy innuendoes and the chat language`s many characteristic abbreviations! All of that put in contrast in a sizzling colourful music revealing a multitude of facets. Sometimes going alongside the intentionally stupid text, sometimes an ironical comment or counterpoint or manifesting in ethereal yet strong waves of sound. 

If that´s not enough contemporary music for you, you´ll be glad to know that there are more premiere performances to be heard in that very same concert: Hans Schanderl´s subtle and delicate „Silentium“ written for the Singphoniker for instance and lots more together with the chamber choir and chamber orchestra of the University of Regensburg directed by UMD Graham Buckland, director of music of the university. Details can be found here, thanks to generous sponsors there´s no admission fee to this concert!

Further down the road on our touring schedule we´ve got three concerts with „the shaman of sounds“. Percussionist Ms. Babette Haag along with her colleague Stefan Blum and the Singphoniker are going to perform the intriguing crossover of Schumann´s cycle Op.33 for male voices and Uwe Kremp´s „Encounters with Schumann“, 5 intermezzi in between the songs of the original cycle. And not only that. After intermission, the second part of the concert which is titled „Melody and Rhythm“ shows that percussion doesn´t always mean „rhythm“ and singing does not always mean „melody“! You might hear a drumset „sing“ its grooves and witness vocal chords, piano keys and marimbas compete for the most beautiful melody and harmony.

On we go, we don´t want to get bored, people! On June, 5th we´re at Schumannfest Düsseldorf singing an entire programme honouring the composer´s 200th birthday accompanied by the fantastic french horn quartet of the SWR radio symphony orchestra Stuttgart. Then it´s Mozartfest Würzburg,where the first half of the concert with romantic part songs for male voices is followed by a set of Mozart´s sassy and naughty canons meeting singphonic close harmony.

For further concerts please see our website!

In october we´ll be touring Asia, for instance Taiwan and Macao, then we´re going to tackle our next CD project. You´ll get more detailed information on that when we´re done deciding which of our thrilling plans is going to be realized next... Hopefully there´ll be news in the next letter.

We´ve got new photos online as well, funny pics and outtakes from the shooting can be found on our facebook site, as well as several „not too official“ snapshots...

That´s all for today folks, warm Singphonic wishes to you all! 
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